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BACKGROUND PAPER 

ON 

CURRENT MAPPIN; CAMERA SYSTEM (MCS) AND 
METRIC PAN SYSTEM (MPS) DISCUSSIONS AND ACTIONS 

AS OF 6 MARCH 1975 

This paper covers (1) a brief background leading to the Metric Pan System 
proposal, (2) the principal decisions to date, and (3) the principal actions 
which remain underway. 

- T!:>-e Mapping, Charting and Geodesy Working Group (MC&GWG) and the :illr.iliiiiii: 1 
ta~ail- tae :t:m:O early in 1974 to conduct a study to determine the feasibility 
and alternatives for providing an attitude capability for the panoramic 
cameras 

- The MC&GWG is chaired by the DMA, with membership by Army, Air Force, 
Navy, DIA,US Geological Survey, CIA. The NR0 provides technical advice, 
simulations, etc. 

- iPle t:is!•:tog wu aa~ps:sa:ty since hai'thi!r l!MA ll(,IIJ' the~ have 4ireet 
BCQ&itf to the s~iiaai;':'iiiiialil\ato~rf 2 

- ._ -i;ee!iiults were- vei::y poeitiv,e, identifying several possible techniques, 3 
and were the basis for the subsequent proposal for an MPS 

- AF/rN supported m1A proposal. Main reasons are: 

- We have used the reduction of the target error (Geodetic error) to achieve 
weapon accuracy to the point where it probably will become cost ineffective 
to attempt to reduce much further 

- Provided sufficient coverage is achieved, subsequent acquisition systems 
(i.e., KH-11) need only address cultural changes. Might not require 
metric quality. This could be very cost effective 

- KH-9 MPS would allow the accumulation of a high quality source material 
data base which might well be the epitome for MC6G 

If greater accuracy were required in future than would be available in this 
data base it would have to be satisfied by weapon system development 
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to be satisfied the DMA 
for which the DMA must 

Air lforce 

asked for 

have metric 
ASDI stated that 

to satis current and term metric 
an MPS now rather than two additional 12" 

as Mission 1215 

resulted in deletion of this item in 

to assist in AF FY 75 funds in ~A•~u'•"~,~ 76 
million for modification and .5 million for MPS 

still available 

- Our efforts to staff the transfer of funds have found no apparent consensus 
MCS modification agreements. DMA is and 

written response OASDI current week 

31 Jan 75, to the DMA Memorandum 
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Purchase of two MCS for Missions 1217 and 1218 
with the nr,A~e,nr identified and near term 

, and 

will address the several 

outlined the 
llii;i,l\.:i.r1)d, which 

consistent 
as 

identified 

FY 75 ~,.-~.,,5 could be reduced since MPS would not be 
1217 and 1218 

memorandum to Feb 

- Stated this would not 

additional MCS to assure a 
greatest likelihood of 

requirements 

results 11 and for earliest MPS 
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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: IN (Af'IS/INTB) 

-{~~ed ~~!J;~:j,?i/06/1 Pfo?f3ftt~ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS IJNITEP STATES AIR FORCE" 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 

.,, ... 

1 O MAR 1975 
su11J11;rcT• Status of Metric Pan System Proposal(~) 

To, SAF/US (Mr. Plt!IlJ!Jer) 

1. Reference our discussion on 2.6 February 1975. 

2. I am p1:oviding for your information an inter.nal AF /IN Background 
Paper prepared by my staff to aUlllll4rize the status of Mapping Camera 
System and Metric Pan System actions and discussions as we know th~ 
to date. 

·1 At:ch 
13.ackground Paper (TS /TK/B/P) 
(.\ f."\) ( 'l> fl\.'\.o") 
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